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CROP INSURANCE AND THE NEW FARM BILL 
 
Virginia farmers should be aware the deadline for signing up for 
private crop insurance for wheat and barley is September 
30th.  This is important to keep in mind since the new farm bill 
now requires crop insurance on ALL insurable crops in order to 
be eligible for USDA’s Supplemental Revenue Assistance Pro-
gram (SURE).  SURE is the USDA’s disaster program which pro-
vides supplemental federal disaster benefits for declared crop 
disasters.  SURE program benefits are based on revenue losses and not yield losses. 
 
If you decide not to sign up for crop insurance on your fall planted wheat and barley, you 
would not be eligible for SURE disaster payments for spring crops next summer, if in fact 
there is a declared disaster next year.  You can still pick and choose which crops to buy in-
surance for without insuring all crops.  You simply need to be aware you would not be eligi-
ble for supplemental USDA disaster programs on any crops. 
 
Also keep in mind if you have crops which are non-insurable, you would also have to pur-
chase USDA insurance under the Noninsured Assistance Program (NAP) to be eligible for 
SURE disaster payments.  Examples of non-insurable crops may be (grassland for hay or 
grazing, pumpkins, blueberries, strawberries).  The deadline for NAP applications is Decem-
ber 1, 2008 for 2009 non-insurable crops.  Visit your Farm Service Agency for information 
on NAP. 

PLASTIC PESTICIDE CONTAINER RECYCLING COLLECTION 
 
Farmers are reminded to rinse and recycle those plastic pesti-
cide containers this year.  Contacting our Extension Office 
(382-6348) to turn them in.  We have a storage trailer located 
at St. Brides Feed & Farm Supply.  Remove lids and labels (if 
not glued on) before recycling.  We accept all sizes of plastic 
containers including barrel drums.  Remember burning plastic 
pesticide containers is prohibited by law.  All those who turn in 
containers will be included in a drawing for prizes. 
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